
F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  
     Happy belated 4th of July!  I hope everyone had an opportunity to enjoy it with family and friends.  The weather 

couldn’t have been more beautiful and the evenings were great for firework displays.  I hope you also took the time to re-
flect on what Independence Day is all about; to reflect on the sacrifices our Forefathers made to achieve our independence 
and the sacrifices that have been made by many over the years to keep it.  It is important to let our children and grandchil-
dren know the true meaning of Independence Day and how important it is to protect our freedom. 
 John Hancock was the first to sign the Declaration of Independence with a very bold signature, with many other signers 
to follow.  Unfortunately, we currently have a President who is using his signature to take away many of the freedoms we 
hold so dear.  We must be ever vigilant so we do not lose the freedoms so many have fought to preserve. 
 

Crop Report 
 Wisconsin crops look the best I have seen in years.  Corn in many cases is waist high or taller.  The potential for good 
yields looks to be there plus the early maturity may save on drying costs.  Soybeans look great, winter wheat is starting to 
ripen along with early planted oats.  Pea yields have been exceptional with some reported to be over  7,000#.  The potato 
crop looks good.  Some potatoes have been dug for the canning factories and red potatoes have been killed and harvest is 
expected in a few days.  I had fresh Wisconsin sweet corn from Peck’s Market in Spring Green that was picked on July 4th 
already, it was very good!  Snap bean harvest has started.  Planting of snap beans will continue until the end of July. 
 While we are off to a promising start, Mother Nature in many cases makes the final call.  Thanks again for your support 
this year!  It is always appreciated! 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Robert L. Zimpel 
President 
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STRAWBERRIES 
 

 Strawberry harvest is finished down at Hillcrest.  We had an excellent crop this year.  I was concerned this spring be-
cause we don’t cover our berries and we didn’t have much snow cover.  They came through the winter in great shape.  We 
had a lot of berries on our fruit clusters and I was afraid they wouldn’t size up.  I put on several applications of 20-20-20 at 
5#/acre plus 2 ounces of Messenger Gold® along with our fungicide program.  The berries continued to size up and re-
mained nice and firm. 
 Renovation time is here.  Formula 40® is the only 2,4-D registered for strawberries.  The rate is 1 quart/acre.  Do not 
apply after August 1st or misshaped fruit may occur the following season.   
 Stinger® is another herbicide that does an excellent job on certain broadleaf weeds, especially thistles and clover.  One 
application of .33 pints to .66 pints in the fall is allowed.  The maximum rate is .66 pints. 
 Grass control can be achieved by using Poast® at 1-2 pints/acre, or Clethodim 2EC® at 9-16 FL ounces per acre.  Crop 
oil concentrate needs to be used with both of these products. 
 Remember, these recommendations are guidelines.  Always read and follow label directions.  If you have any questions 
please feel free to give me a call. 
 
Bob Zimpel 
robertz@thagrichemicals.com 
 

Messenger Gold® is a registered trademark of Plant Health Care; Formula 40® is a registered trademark of Nufarm; Stinger® is a 
registered trademark of Dow AgroSciences; Poast® is a registered trademark of BASF; Clethodim 2EC® is a registered trademark of 
ADAMA. 

Find us online at www.thagrichemicals.com 

I am proud to be an American,  

and proud to be in Agriculture! 



“Hard work spotlights the character of people.  

Some turn up their sleeves, some turn up their 

nose, and some don’t turn up at all.” 

Sam Ewing 

M E S S E N G E R  G O L D  T I M E !  
      Many potato growers in the sand have made the first 
application of Messenger Gold® at tuber formation. 
Growers should make a second application of 2 ounces to 
potatoes 2-3 weeks after the first application, with an addi-
tional application 2 weeks before vine kill for storage pota-
toes. 
     Seed potato growers should make the first application at 
hooking, with an additional application 2-3 weeks later. 
Messenger Gold benefits include increased yield, less com-
mon scab and increased set on seed potatoes. 
     Messenger Gold can also be used on other vegetable 
crops including snap beans, peas, sweet corn, etc. Give us 
a call for more information. 
 

Steve Rosenthal, CCA 
stever@thagrichemicals.com 
 

**Messenger Gold® is a registered trademark of Plant 
Health Care. 

I T ’ S  A  Z I N G ( e r ) ? ? ?  
     Growers can expect to see many new product registra-
tions this coming year. Many times these so-called new 
products are just combinations of old products with a new 
name. 
    One example of this would be a product called Zing, 
which comes from the Gowan Company. The product is a 
combination of chlorothalonil and zoxamide. Trade names 
would be Bravo, Echo and Gavel. This new product comes 
as a liquid formulation and is a very cost effective product 
labeled for many crops. Rates differ by crop so give us a 
call for more information. 
 
Steve Rosenthal, CCA 
stever@thagrichemicals.com 
 
**Zing® and Gavel® are registered trademarks of Gowan 
Company; Bravo® is a registered trademark of Syngenta; 
Echo® is a registered trademark of Sipcam-Advan. 

L AT E  B L I G H T  &  D O W N E Y  
M I L D E W  U P D AT E  

W H I T E  M O L D  I N  
S O Y B E A N S  

     Growers should be aware that late blight has been 
found in Wisconsin and downy mildew has been found 
in Michigan and Canada.  Growers of potatoes, toma-
toes and curbits should be applying fungicides to protect 
crops from these potentially devastating diseases. Many of 
the fungicides recommend applying a penetrating surfac-
tant with the fungicide. HOOK® applied at 1 qt/100 gal-
lons will provide you with a penetrant as well as spreader, 
sticker, low drift, surfactant and activator. 
    Give us a call for specific recommendations on the crops 
you are growing. 
 

Steve Rosenthal, CCA 
stever@thagrichemicals.com 
 

**Hook® is a registered trademark of Atlantic-Pacific 
Trading Co. 

     Early planted soybeans will begin flowering soon and 
soybean growers should consider their plan to manage 
white mold.  This disease can severely affect yield, and 
white mold development favors cooler, wet and humid 
conditions at flowering.   
     The active ingredient picoxystrobin has shown to be 
effective in university trials for treatment of white mold in 
soybeans.  Aproach® Fungicide should be applied at 10 
ounces per acre, and can inhibit infection from white 
mold.  Timing is crucial to gain effective control of this 
disease, with the first application made at beginning bloom 
(R1), and a second application made 7-10 days later.  Fun-
gicide applications made after full pod (R4) growth stage 
or after visible symptoms are evident will not be effective.  
Be sure to apply in a spray solution of a minimum of 15 
gallons per acre, as penetration into the lower canopy is 
crucial for control. 
 
Ben Jahnke 
benj@thagrichemicals.com 
 

**Approach® Fungicide is a registered trademark of 
DuPont. 

PLEASE SUPPORT 

YOUR LOCAL  

FARM MARKETS 



     Listed below are some things to watch for in the coming weeks. Insect pres-
sure remains low for most of us, but don’t let your guard down. Keep monitoring 
your crops regularly.  
     Raspberry growers watch out for the Spotted Wing Drosophila. The first 
flies were collected June 22nd and spraying would be recommended unless you 
like eating high protein fruit! 
     Wheat growers should watch out for True Armyworms. They are feeding on 
the stems just below the head. Some spraying has been done in wheat as well as 
corn for Armyworms. 
     Soybean growers - it is time to watch for Aphids, Japanese beetles, and if 
it gets hot and dry Spider Mites.  Aphid numbers have been really low to date - 
highest numbers were at Black River Falls. Monitor beans every few days 
through R5 stage or at least into August. We have received a few reports of 
grasshoppers feeding on field edges, especially if there is a grass waterway 
close. 
     The last thing to mention are Slugs. They are not an insect, therefore no 
sprays really work in controlling them. Feeding should stop soon though or has 
already stopped. 
     Not too much to report on corn as Corn Borer counts remain low, and for 
Stalk Borer it’s too late to spray. 
     Alfalfa numbers to date remain low for Aphids and Leafhoppers. 
 

     We are well stocked at this time, just give us a call for specific recommendations or to place an or-
der!  Remember, always read and follow label directions. 
          Jeff Luttropp, CCA  

      jeffl@thagrichemicals.com 

T H AGRI-CHEMICALS, INC. OFFERS 
MORE THAN JUST CHEMICALS, FER-

TILIZERS AND ADVICE.  WE ALSO 
CARRY SEED SUCH AS CORN,     

SOYBEAN AND FORAGE;  
SPECIALTY PRODUCTS SUCH AS 
FOAM MARKERS, DE-FOAMERS, 

DYES, BRUSH CONTROL PRODUCTS, 
INOCULANTS, SURFACTANTS, MICRO 
NUTRIENTS/FOLIARS, PENETRANTS, 
TANK CLEANERS AND RED WEEDAR 

APPLICATORS — JUST TO        
NAME A FEW! 

 

GIVE US A CALL, WE ARE HERE TO 
MAKE YOUR FARMING LIFE MORE 

PRODUCTIVE! 

True Armyworm 
A R E  Y O U  B U G G ’ i n ?  

MIX AT YOUR OWN RISK! 
 In the interest of increasing yields, the use of micronutrient 
foliar sprays are becoming more popular.  Since these sprays 
are applied around the time of glyphosate treatments, grow-
ers have been asking about tank mixes with glyphosate.  Tank 
mixing micronutrient sprays with glyphosate may reduce 
weed control because of antagonistic cations in the spray so-
lution, and is therefore not recommended.                 
 Glyphosate can bind to the micronutrients in the spray tank 
causing both products to be less available by their targeted 
plants.  It is best to separate these applications by at least a 
week to allow for maximum uptake of glyphosate by the 
weeds and foliar fertilizer by the crop.   
 

 

Ben Jahnke 
benj@thagrichemicals.com 
 

“My motto was always to keep swinging.  Whether I 

was in a slump or feeling badly or having trouble off 

the field, the only thing to do is keep swinging.” 

Hank Aaron 



T H Agri-Chemicals, Inc. 

HERBICIDE RESISTANCE (more is better???) 
     Growers have been finding it more difficult to kill weeds with Roundup® (glyphosate). Some growers have doubled the rate and 
are still not getting results. 
     A recent Wisconsin farm report states that 68% of Wisconsin farm fields had been treated with glyphosate in 2014. This report 
does not include Christmas tree plantations. 
     Repeated use of the same chemical is causing resistance. Growers must rotate to different families of chemicals to prevent the 
problem. Can you imagine what you will do when glyphosate no longer works? Just remember I told you so! 
 

2015 SUMMER TREE CONVENTION 
     The convention this year will be held in conjunction with Mid America, Illinois, Indiana and NCTA. The meeting will be at the 
Richardson Farm in Spring Grove, IL from July 24-25, 2015.  
     The meeting will have interesting speakers and farm tours, as well as getting to meet growers from around the country. Plan on 
attending. Bring your checkbooks to support your vendors! See you there. 
 
Steve Rosenthal, CCA 
stever@thagrichemicals.com 
 
**Roundup®is a registered trademark of Monsanto. 

C H R I S T M A S  T R E E  N E W S  

P.O. Box 265 

617 E. North St. 

Plainfield, WI  54966 

Phone: (715) 335-6343 

Toll Free: (866) 666-THAG 

Fax: (715) 335-4949 

Email: thag@thagrichemicals.com 

Website: www.thagrichemicals.com 

Robert Zimpel (715) 570-7091 

Jeannine Chilewski (715) 570-7093 

Randy Billington (715) 570-7095 

Cellphone Numbers Steve Rosenthal (715) 570-7092 

Jeff Luttropp (715) 570-7082 

Ben Jahnke (715) 570-7055 

David Wenninger (414) 218-3993 

Summer Hours: Monday—Friday: 7 am—5:30 pm & Saturdays:  7 am—noon 

APPLES 
 

     In talking to apple growers around the state and the country, it 
appears that a good apple crop is in the making.  At Hillcrest our 
new orchard looks good but the old, especially the McIntosh and 
Cortlands, are on the light side.  It will be interesting to see what 
affect the heat in the Northwest will have on the apple crop.  

Temperatures are predicted to be well over 100°F for several days.  I understand 
this is also hurting the cherry crop.   
     Some of our growers in the Northwest part of the state were hit with hail Mon-
day evening (6/29/15).  From what I have heard, some of the orchards have a to-
tal loss. 
     Apple Maggot and Second Generation Codling Moth applications should be 
applied now or soon depending on the area of the state you are located in.  Also, 
make sure you put in a fungicide with your Captan® to control summer diseases 
such as Fly Speck and Sooty Blotch. 
     Please feel free to give me a call with any questions you may have or if you 
would like to place an order.  Also, please keep me informed on what your or-
chard is looking like in your area and I will pass it on in the next newsletter. 
 
Bob Zimpel 
robertz@thagrichemicals.com 
 
**Captan is a registered trademark  of ADAMA. 

Return Policy 
T H will accept product returns only 
if the product is in clean, re-salable 
condition.  We will not accept dirty, 
water stained, or greasy containers. 
Any containers that have been 
opened or the seals broken will not 
be accepted.  This policy is for every-
one’s protection against contamina-
tion.  Remember, don’t send any-
thing back that you would not ac-
cept if we were delivering it to you. 
We will also need products returned 
in a timely fashion.  

We will be unable to accept      
returns on Herbicides or Insecticides 

after July 31st, 2015. 
 

**Please give us a call when 
your mini-bulk tanks are 

empty!  Next time we are in 
the area we will arrange to 

pick them up!  If you are 
storing the tanks outside 

please remember to cover 
up the motor!** 


