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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 Mother Nature continues to create challenges for Wisconsin growers.  Rains continue to hamper cherry harvest in 
Door County and also application of chemicals to control the Spotted Wing Drosophila.  Apple growers need to keep 
to a tight spray schedule because both codling moth and apple maggot flights are increasing.  My rule of thumb is 
that if I receive 1 inch of rain, the chemical is gone and I need to re-apply.  Always use a good spreader-sticker such as 
Chem-Stik to help with rain fastness. 
 Potato harvest has started with red, white, yellow and fingerling potatoes being dug.  Late blight has been de-
tected for a second time in Wisconsin, this time in Pierce county.   Make sure you keep a tight spray schedule and con-
sider doing a combination of fungicides, such as chlorothalonil for your main fungicide, and an additional one for 
added protection.  If you have any questions or need a recommendation please give Steve or myself a call. 
 Snap bean harvest is progressing and sweet corn harvest is set to take off.  Fresh market sweet corn growers 
should be on a 3-4 day schedule.  Both corn borer and western bean cutworm flights are high.   
 All in all, it has been a very challenging year with all of the weather issues.  The fact that we are going to have less 
than average crop yields and low commodity prices is going to make 2017 a very challenging year for all of us in-
volved in production agriculture.  Somehow we seem to manage to get through it.  As in the old saying, “When the 
going gets tough, the tough get going”. 
 Please give us a call if you have questions on pest problems.  Also, if you see any ways we can improve our news-
letter or how we are conducting business, please let me know. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Robert L. Zimpel 
President 
robertz@thagrichemicals.com 
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FRUIT NEWS 

 Apple harvest has started in the southeastern part of the state.  
Growers are harvesting Vikings, Jersey Mac and other early varie-
ties.  I believe the Paula Red harvest will start in the Gays Mills or-
chards about the 15th of August.  It looks like everything is about a 
week to ten days ahead of schedule. 
 Hail has hit a number of orchards around the state.  Door 
County had a hail storm that damaged about 1—2 million pounds 
of cherries.  So far at Hillcrest we have avoided any hail but have 
received more than our fair share of rain.  Hillcrest will have 
plenty of apples for sale so if you need any, please give 
me a call. 
 Those of you with soft fruit raspberries, blueberries, etc., need 
to keep a very vigorous spray program.  The Spotted Wing Dro-
sophila numbers are very high this year.  I have had numerous 
reports of growers having maggots on their fruit.  Keep your spray 
intervals close together. 
 

Bob Zimpel 
robertz@thagrichemicals.com 

FUMIGATION 
 Where the heck did the Summer go?  
It seems like we just finished planting po-
tatoes and now it is time to start thinking 
about fumigating land for next year’s 
potatoes.  
 T H Agri-Chemicals will start fumigat-
ing right after Labor Day.  We have the 
most experienced team of certified appli-
cators in the industry.  We are updating 
our equipment to provide you with the 
best job possible.  Give us a call to get on 
the schedule for Fall. 
 

 
Steve Rosenthal, CCA 
stever@thagrichemicals.com 
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FOR THOSE WHO STILL THINK WE DON’T HAVE A PROBLEM! 

 The spread of waterhemp and now palmer amaranth continues to 
rise. We first started talking about the game changer in soybeans and corn 
a few years back. Some growers listened and others should have, based on 
the calls I get every day.  Waterhemp control is difficult, often requiring a 
2-pass spray approach. Pre-emerge chemicals and new seed technologies 
are effective ways of slowing its spread. The real problem is they are such 
late germinators and have so many seeds that we are not getting ahead of 
them. Here are some recommendations for the future. 
 

1) Identify the weed in question. From the calls, it’s the one left standing 
after 2 shots of glyphosate. Scout your neighbors fields to, if he has a 
problem you do too. 

2) Change your current standard. Consider using Liberty Link or Xtend seed. 
A pre-emerge spray is also required. Layering in multiple modes of action 
is the best. 

3) If you can mow or spray uncropped areas such as ditches, etc.  

4) We have resistance to multiple modes so pick your herbicides wisely. 

5) It’s too late for spraying soybeans now, but there are a few options pre-
harvest should you need it. Please call to discuss this invasive weed fur-
ther.  

 

 One side note about Xtend Soybeans, for next year in WI we still 
have no changes for the labeling like other states have received. If you are 
considering using that technology, let us know.  You will need special 
nozzles and different drift control and surfac-
tants than what you currently use.  We sold 
enough this year and had no drift complaints 
when done properly. 
 

Jeff Luttropp, CCA 
jeffl@thagrichemicals.com 
 

**Palmer amaranth and waterhemp maps are from:  

Renz, Mark and Marquardt, Sam.  “Report a pigweed 

and help prevent spread of new potentially herbicide 
resistant pigweed.”  Wisconsin Crop Manager 17 July 2017: 

92-94. 
 

**Xtend Soybeans is a registered trademark of Monsanto 

Growers have started to see second generation CPB this past week.  It is important to use an insecticide that was not 

used to control the first generation.  Resistance will develop if you do so.  

Supplies of some products can make this a challenge.  A couple of new products have come to the market but these op-

tions come at a premium. 

 DuPont has come out with a new product called Exirel.  The application rate is 11 – 13 ounces/acre.  The addition of 

1 quart per 100 gallons of MSO is also suggested.  DuPont is offering 1 free gallon on product to growers that pur-

chase 1 case (4x1 gal) to encourage the use of the product. (limited to 1 free gallon per grower).  One application 

may be all that is required. Please give us feedback on how this new product works. 

 Give us a call to discuss other options. 
 
Steve Rosenthal, CCA 
stever@thagrichemicals.com 
 

**Exirel is a registered trademark of DuPont Crop Protection. 

COLORADO POTATO BEETLES 

Palmer amaranth reports 

Waterhemp reports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waterhemp 
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LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT? 

SabrEx Treatment for Wheat 

 If you are not using it or you are using an impostor, 
you are missing out!  We have seen huge boosts in 
yield when using SabrEx on the seed.   
 What is it?  SabrEx is a seed treatment that helps 
create bigger root systems, promotes tillering, and helps 
improve stress resistance. Typical yield responses are 4 
– 5 bu. SabrEx comes as a easy to apply talc/graphite 
powder which treats 48 bags. 
 

Jeff Luttropp, CCA 
jeffl@thagrichemicals.com 
 

**SabrEx is a registered trade-

mark of  Advanced Biological 

Marketing (ABM). 

 For bugs, maybe love at first sight? You the grower, not so 
much.  Japanese Beetles have emerged earlier this month on soy-
beans and other ornamental plants. The adults lay eggs and for-
age on plants as adults, where the immature grubs only feed on 
roots.  Immature survival is the highest when we have adequate 
moisture and mild winters. Typically, we don’t worry about adults 
as they only feed until September. This year we have higher num-
bers and may warrant spraying if you reach 15% defoliation in 
soybeans during the reproductive phase. They also feed on corn 
silks and the threshold for them is 3 per plant or feeding down to 
½ inch of the ear tip.  Once pollination is done in corn no spray 
recommendations are needed. 
 
Jeff Luttropp, CCA 

 As we are over the hump and on the downhill side 
of the growing season and with harvest getting closer 
are you watching your PHI’s on the products you are 
putting on?  Some of the insecticides out there have 60+ 
day PHI’s with a bunch more having 30 day, so by the 
middle of August these will be going away and not able 
to be applied depending on when you plan on starting 
your harvest.  The exceptions are Diazinon and Al-
tacor, both having very short PHI with 7 days or less, so 
these can be used into September if needed without 
worry.  Most of the fungicides have 45-50 day PHI so 
your date needs to be looked at closely before applica-
tion, we do have Azoxy 2SC (generic Abound) and 
Badge SC which have a PHI of 0 so these could be used 
until the bitter end if needed.  On the herbicides, 
Clethodim 2SC for your grass problems has a 30 PHI, 
Credit 41 Extra (generic glyphosate) is a 30 day PHI for 
any wiping on Cranberries, and MesoTryOne (generic 
Callisto) has a 45 day PHI.   

 Remember to always follow the product label and 

if you have any questions please feel free to call us here 
at T H. 
 
Jeremy Eichhorn 
jeremye@thagrichemicals.com 
 
 
**Altacor is a registered trademark of DuPont Crop Protection; 

MesoTryOne is a registered trademark of Drexel; Callisto and 

Abound are registered trademarks of Syngenta;  Azoxy 2SC and 

Clethodim 2SC are registered trademarks of Willowood USA; 

Credit 41 Extra is a registered trademark of Nufarm; Badge SC is 

a registered trademark of Gowan;  Diazinon AG600 WBC is a 

registered trademark of Loveland Products. 

  

CRANBERRY UPDATE We have the WHEAT SEED you need! 

 We are selling Legacy brand wheat and other pub-
lic varieties that are less expensive but are usually not 
the highest yielding wheat.  Legacy offers 4 varieties 
including a new awnless medium maturity. The 
LW1776 comes with head scab resistance and very 
high tolerance to other diseases like stripe rust. All Leg-
acy wheat is treated with a fungicide and insecticide as 
well as SabrEx root growth promoter.  With all the pre-
vent plant acres I think we will see a increase in wheat 
sales, so don’t wait till their all sold out for the best 
yielding wheat. Wheat seed prices are up slightly for 
this year. 
 

Jeff Luttropp, CCA 
jeffl@thagrichemicals.com 
 

**SabrEx is a registered 

trademark of  Advanced 

Biological Marketing 

(ABM). 
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T H Agri-Chemicals, Inc. 
P.O. Box 265 

617 E. North St. 

Plainfield, WI  54966 

(715) 335-6343 Office 

(866) 666-8424 Toll Free 

(715) 335-4949 Fax 

Email: thag@thagrichemicals.com 

www.thagrichemicals.com 

Robert Zimpel (715) 570-7091 

Jeannine Chilewski (715) 570-7093 

Randy Billington (715) 570-7096 

 Growers should be checking plantations for late season insect pres-
sure.  Insects can cause severe damage to trees, especially with heat 
units increasing this time of year.  Scouting needs to happen more of-
ten than in cooler temperatures. 
     Reports of an insect that I have not seen before is affecting Fir and 
Spruce trees. The insect is called Spruce-fir looper for that reason. The 
insect is difficult to see because it is the same color as the needles and 
hides in the needles. The loopers are caterpillars and are also referred 
to as “inchworms”. The loopers will chew out notches in the needles 
and they will turn brown in color. This insect may have one or two 
generations per year. 
     Give us a call for insecticide options if you find this insect. 
 

2017 Christmas Tee Convention 
     Plan on attending the WCTPA Summer Convention from August 
17th—19th, 2017. The convention will start with a field day on Thurs-
day at Whispering Pines Tree Farm in Oconto,  followed by the exhibi-
tor/meetings at the Radisson Hotel in Green Bay on Friday, and will 
end with a tour on Saturday at North Countree Christmas Tree Farms in 
Wausaukee.  Bring your checkbooks and support your exhibitors.   See 
you there! 
 

Steve Rosenthal, CCA 
stever@thagrichemicals.com 

Steve Rosenthal, CCA 

Steve Rosenthal (715) 570-7092 

Jeff Luttropp (715) 570-7082 

Jeremy Eichhorn (715) 570-7097 

Cellphone Numbers 

Summer Hours: 7:00 am—5:30 pm Monday - Friday & Saturdays 7:00 am—Noon 

CHRISTMAS TREE NEWS... 

Return Policy 
T H will accept product returns only if the product is 

in clean, re-salable condition.  We will not accept 
dirty, water stained, or greasy containers. Any con-
tainers that have been opened or the seals broken 
will NOT be accepted.  This policy is for everyone’s 

protection against contamination. Remember, 
don’t send anything back that you would not       

accept if we were delivering it to you. We will also 
need products returned in a timely fashion.  

 

Because we haven’t been able to get around to pick 

up all of our mini-bulk containers, we are extending 

the herbicide and insecticide return deadline to    

August 18th, 2017. 

Caterpillar of the spruce-fir looper.  
Photo by Jill O’Donnell 

 Michigan State University Extension  

Various sizes of Spruce-fir loopers can blend in 
with foliage.  

Photo by Jill O'Donnell  
Michigan State University Extension 

 Both potash and DAP pricing is currently flat.  The big 
question will be nitrogen products.  I anticipate that with all 
of the new nitrogen product facilities coming on line in the 
U.S., prices should continue to soften.  We are already seeing 
this in California where one of the major suppliers of anhy-
drous has dropped the price from $470.00/ton delivered to 
$410.00/ton delivered. 
 Summer booking programs on nitrogen solutions will be 
coming out soon.  Be careful!  Remember what happened a 
few years ago when everyone filled their tanks and got 
caught upside down. 
 

Bob Zimpel 
robertz@thagrichemicals.com 

FERTILIZER UPDATE 


